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Abstract

The study sought to investigate the current and future potential of Indian agriculture in
the year 2022 using a strategic planning and management technique called SWOT analysis. Based
on secondary data and empirical evidence, this theoretical study concludes that, though Indian
agriculture has some strengths and many opportunities, it also has specific weaknesses like small
size of land holdings, low crop productivity, inadequate financial investment in agricultural
education, research and extension activities, substandard infrastructure, inadequate and low-
grade storage facilities, shortage of electricity and frequent power cuts, erratic nature of monsoon,
inefficient agro-based industries etc. while, low agricultural productivity, loss of agricultural
produce and climate change are the major threats to Indian agriculture. The study reveals that a
thorough investigation of the agricultural status and implementation of suitable policies are a

st to overcome the weaknesses and threats to this sector.
“Key Words: Agriculture, Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats

Introduction:

India is mainly an agricultural
country (Goyal and Singh, 2016). Agriculture
plays an important role in the development of
Indian economy. Along with its allied sectors,
agriculture in India provides livelihood to its
people, particularly to the rural masses. It
significantly contributes to the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of the country and
thus, India has been identified globally as a
key player in the agriculture sector. In the
recent past, India has witnessed green,
white, yellow and blue revolutions to enhance
its food production. It has the world's largest
cattle population and a large area undgr
wheat, rice and cotton. In addition, thls
country is also identified as one of the_ major

-oducers of pulses, spices and milk. It
produces fruits, vegetables, tea, sugarcane,
wheat, rice, and farmed fish on large scale.
Indian agriculture holds the record for the
second-largest agricultural land in the world
and directly and indirectly it generates
employment for the majority of the Indian
population. However, today, agriculture 1n
India is witnessing many D2 and
human-induced challenges Viz. sma}l and
fragmented landholdings, exploitation of
farms, unreliable rainfall, inadequate
irrigation facilities and seed supply. soil
erosion, faulty methods of cultivation,
overuse of chemical fertilizers and pesticides,
deterioration  of  soil, substandard

infrastructure including storage facilities and
quality of roads etc. There are wide gaps
between yield potential and the national
average yields of agricultural commodities.
“In addition to stressed natural resources
and inadequate rural infrastructure, there
was clear evidence of technology fatigue, run-
down delivery systems in credit, extension
and marketing services and of insufficient
agricultural planning at district and lower
levels” (Planning Commission, 2011). With
this background, the study attempts to
understand the present and future potential
of Indian agriculture by using a strategic
planning and management technique called
SWOT analysis.

Materials and Methods:

The present study is based on the
secondary data obtained from government
publications like drafts of the planning
commission, research articles, information
available on e-media and empirical evidence.
A strategic planning and management
technique called SWOT analysis was used to
identify the  Strengths,  Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats to the agriculture
sector of India. In fact, SWOT analysis is a
framework used to evaluate the present
agriculture scenario in India and arrive at
the conclusion. This tool was used to assess
both the internal and external factors, as well
as the current and future potential of Indian
agriculture during the year 2022. The
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2. India is blessed with many perennia
rivers like Ganga and a very long
constline. Its coastline touches nino states
viz  Gujarat, Maharashira, Gon,
Karnataka, Kernla, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, Waste Bengal and two
Union Territories viz. Diu-Daman and

Puducherry. )
3, India possesses wo major hiodivcu_u)'
hotspots viz. the Western Ghats region
and the Eastern Himalayan region. The
country's biodiversity hotspots provide a
habitat 10 many fragile animal species.
The country is having a large floral
biodiversity with more than 40,000
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species,
. The geographical background of India
provides a diverse range of habitats that
supports a large number of animal
spocies. The aquatic biodiversity in India
is also rich, It is characterized by a
variety of plants and animals,
A variety of animals including cows,
buffaloes, goats, sheep, horses, camels,
nss and pigs are domesticated in the
country,
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has 54.5 million hectares of land g,
irrigation and the United States hayy,
million hectares of lnnd under irrigy,
The country is the world’s laqmmi
fertilizors (11% of the world's dosy
The country is now first in the produc,
of Pulses (Masood et. al, 2009).

9. The coastline of the country offen ,
variety of marine resources and muy
suitable places to develop harbours bewy
used to conduct international trade ¢
agricultural commodities.

10, The country experiences a variety o
agroclimatic conditions suitable for i
cultivation of numerous agricultun!
products including cereals, legumes, fite
crops, oil seeds, vegetables, fruits ad
some cash crops like jute, cotton ad
sugarcane, 3 B

11. Multipurpose  projects a
constructed across many seasonal nl
perennial rivers in the country ¥
water for irrigation. Different sourees d
irrigation viz, canals, wells, lakes 32!
tube wells are developed to irrigate oo

12. Agricultural  universities and Kt
Vigran Kendras have undersh®
different research nactivities to devéhd
advanced and  high-yielding ™
varieties.

13. National-level government orgamzite®
like Indian Council of Al 5
Research (ICAR) are helpiil ©
coordinating agricultural education
research in the country. 2

14. Agriculture  sector in  Indid
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Product and it still employs “”'::u
the labour force of the country & i
70% of the Indian rural workfore®
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Quality seeds of food and cash crops are
made available by both public and private
companies.

The government has taken initintives to
supply chemical fertilizers at subsidised
vates. It also promotes the use of organic
farming

Agricultural markets run by Agricultural
Produce Market Committees (APMCs)
and weekly markets are playing an
important role to develop a gond
marketing network for the sale of
agricultural produce.

Innovations in agriculture and smart
farming technology are being broughe
from various developed countries of the
world which have resulted in an increase
in agricultural productivity.
Well-established agro-based industries
like sugar factories, cotton and textile
mills, Dal mills and oil mills in the
country are making eontinuous demand
for agricultural produce.

Agricultural inputs like machinery, sceds,
chemical fertilizers, agrochemicals ete,
are being produced by both government
and private industries in the country.

. Rice, wheat, millets, pulses, tea, coffee,

sugarcane, oilseeds and colton are some
of the crops being produced in the country
at a large scale.

Weaknesses

1.

Average size of land holdings in the
country is small and the farms possessed
by farming families are scattered.
Financial investment in agriculture-
related education, vesearch and extension
activities is not sulficient,

Basic infrastructure including storage
facilities, transportation network, market
and credit support system is not up to the
mark.

Inadequate supply of electricity nand
frequent power cuts in rural parts of the
country restricts agricultural
development.

As  Indian ngriculture is severely
dependent on monseons with the erratic
nature of rains, it is highly unstable.
Agro-based industries of the country are
weak and inefficient, they cannot pay
veasonable prices for the agricultural
produce being used as a vaw material.

7.
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Agro-proeessing industry in India is not
yet developed up to its full potential
which can generate employment in rural
parts of the country by establishing value
addition projects.

. Appropriate low-cost farm technology is

not prevalent in the country.

Prices of agricultural produce depend on
the demand and supply of agricultural
products in the market and thus, price
fluctuations are experienced often.

10. Farmers in India are having less access

12. A sizable portion of grains,

o

to modern technology.

. With inadequate storage and agro-
processing facilities in the country, a
considerable amount of agricultural,
horticultural, piscicultural and dairy
products goes to waste. Thus, the country
experiences large post-harvest losses.
fruits,
vegetables, dairy products, fish catch ete.
goes to waste during the process of
transportation and storage.

Opportunities

In India, most of the agneculture is
rainfed and is being used for cultivating
core cereals. As rainfed agriculture is
almost free from the use of chemicals, the
produce can fetch fair prices in the
national and international markets.

As the country enjoy diverse agro-
climatie conditions, a variety of food and
cash crops can be cultivated along with
the practice of pisciculture, dairy
farming, apiculture, sericulture,
horticulture, foriculture and  agro-
forestry,

. As there is a huge demand for chemical-

free agricultural produce, there is a large
scope for the development of organic
furming.

. A maximum possible arable land of the

country can be brought under cultivation.

. As majority of the working population

prefer to purchase rendy-to-eat food
material, the food processing industry
has a large potential in the country. Such
industries  should be  established,
strengthened and expanded. This can
create large employment opportunities in
the rural parts of the country.
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Abstract

Electronic resources are useful to store information that can be accessed through inter-
nerwork environment. These resources are widely known as e-resources, which include various
file formats. The practice of obtaining information from e-books, e-journals, e-database,
websites, CD-ROM, Diskettes and portable computers has become a common feature in today’s
era. E-resources are properly being used in the field of library science and information centers.
With this background, the present paper gives some suggestions on the basis of SWOT analysis
for the effective use of e-resources in academic libraries.

Keywords: E-Resources, Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats.

Introduction:

SWOT stands for Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats. It is a tool,
technique and method used for strategic planning and management in various organizations
which are aggregates in interaction with their environments. SWOT analysis can be used
successfully to develop competitive strategies for organizations, which consist of numerous sub-
systems. Any organization exists in t\ypﬂlla@es of environments, first, being in itself and the
second, being outside. It is essential to'analyse b these environments to conduct strategic
management and strategy implementatioi;‘ practi trategy implementation occurs when an
organization adopts organizational policies an practices that are consistent with its strategy
(Bamey and Hesterly, 2006). Such a course of investigating any organization with its
environment can be termed a SWOT Analysis. By definition, “SWOT Analysis 1s a simple but
powerful tool for sizing up an organization’s resource capabilities and deficiencies, its market
opportunities and the external threats to its future” (Thompson et al., 2007). SWOT analysis has
internal and external dimensions. Its internal dimension includes Strengths and Weaknesses
while external dimensions comprise Opportunities and Threats. Today various e-resources like e-
books, e-images, e-journals, e-newspapers, e-theses and e-dissertations are preferably being used
in various fields of life across the planet. The field of education is not an exception to this.
Furthermore, the strategic management of e-resources in academic libraries has become an
essential task for academicians. The virtual nature of e-books offers additional benefits to remote
users and distance leaming programs. In a study of distance learning students of the University
of Leicester, researchers found that students valued electronic collections for a one-point access
of materials at a time and location of their choice (Nie et al. 2011). The major strength of e-
books is interactivity. Keyword searches and other integrated functions facilitate quick browsing
and targeted navigation, offering a new non-sequential approach to learning (Dresang, 1999).
Users can personalize their e-book experiences similarly to a physical book, through
highlighting, bookmarking, and/or taking notes within the book. The key difference is that such
activities do not alter the book itself, nor affect other users. E-readers often allow adjustment of

font (style and type) and pages (dimensions) to further customize the reading experience and
accommodate varying visual abilities (Dewan, 2012) '
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Abstract

Environmental degradation is one of the biggest problems, that the
entire human race is facing today. In spite of all the efforts taken to
restore environmental quality, we humans could not improve upon
the situation. However, the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly
recovered the quality of the environment owing to the restrictions on
industrial, economic and other human-centered activities during
lockdown. The present article deals with the effects of COVID-19
induced lockdown on the environment.

Keywords: COVID-19, Environment, Pollution, Biodiversity, Waste

Introduction: '

n the Chinese city of Wuhan, an unusual phenomenon was noted

in connection with the seafood market during the month of

December 2019, which was immediately reported to the World
Health Organization (WHO). The testified microorganism had been
identified as a novel coronavirus named COVID-19 which soon
spread to almost all parts of the world. W.H.O. declared it as a
pandemic which directly or indirectly affected most of the life forms
across the world. Depending on the severity of the situation, the
governments of several countries adopted different measures like
restrictions on travel, tourism and transport and imposed lockdown to
limit the spread of the pandemic. Many cities and villages across the
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Abstract

Agriculture is the mainstay of India’s national economy. The majority of population in this
country is directly or indirectly dependent on agriculture. However, in spite of numerous efforts
made by the government and NGOs, Indian Agriculture is facing many natural and human-
induced challenges. Small and fragmented land holdings, sub-standard and high-priced seeds,
high prices and inadequate supply of fertilizers, shortage of quality seeds, less area under
irrigation, shortage of storage facilities, lack of transportation facilities etc. are some of the major
challenges Indian agriculture faces today. The present paper attempts to understand these
challenges. The paper is of a theoretical type and is based on secondary data. The study suggests
that the government and NGOs can take initiatives to overcome these problems by framing and
implementing suitable policies, providing financial assistance, enhancing infrastructure and by

the declaration of minimum support prices for agricultural produce.

Key Words: Challenges, India, Agriculture, Development, Solutions.

Introduction:

The historical experience of almost all
economies shows that the share of the
agriculture sector in total employment and
national income falls with the progress in
economic development and growth over time.
However, this decline does not diminish the
need to address various challenges facing the
agriculture sector from time to time because
of several reasons. The foremost is the
dependence of human life on food for
survival. This dependence goes beyond
survival to adequate nutrition for an active
and healthy life. The other significant
reasons for the continuing importance of
agriculture are its role in supporting and
improving rural livelihoods, maintaining
agroecological balance, mitigating climate
change and global warming and ensuring
sustainable use of land, water and other
natural resources (Chand R., 2022).
Agriculture in India has been described as a
gamble in the hands of erratic rainfall and in
addition, numerous natural and economic
factors add to the uncertainty. A crop failure
means the loss of a season, family income,
and capital invested in the crop. As most of
the farmers are resource-poor and belong to a
small and marginal category, their capacity
to bear such loss is very limited, the resulting
adversity of farmers leads to their failure to

pay rents and taxes, loss of purchasing power
and mounting debts. This leads to reduced
harvesting and curtailment of agricultural
operations in the subsequent seasons and
consequently  increasing  unemployment
among agricultural laborers. Crop failures
also affect the flow of raw materials to agro-
industries. This way, the country’s entire
economy is affected by crop losses of which
the farmers are direct and worst victims. In
the interest of stabilizing the economy, it is,
therefore, clear that adequate protection
should be provided to the farmers to continue
their agricultural operations unhampered
and the economy undisturbed. (Yoga and
Vetrive 2012). With this background, the
present paper attempts to understand the
challenges before development of Indian
agriculture.

Materials and Methods:

The present study is based on
secondary data sources such as government
publications viz. Central Water Commission
report 2015 and 2017, Agriculture and
farmer welfare annual report 2021-22,
Annual report of Indian Agricultural
Statistics and Research Institute 2018-19,
Agriculture Statistics at a Glance 2019,
research and review papers, journals, articles
and libraries. The results and findings are
presented in descriptive form.
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Abstract

The recent conflict berween Russia and Ukraine has affected different sectors of the
Indian economy. Banking, energy, automobile, education, gold prices, aviation and impori-
export are the sectors mainly affected. Considering this fact, an attempt has been made in this
paper to understand the impact of the Russo-Ukrainian war on Indian economy. The paper
discusses the potential opportunities for the development of Indian economy and provides
suggestions to cope with the situation. Based on the data obtained from both print and electronic
media, the paper revealed that, in long term, India should reduce its dependence on fossil fuels
and import edible oil. Non-conventional energy resources like solar energy, wind power,
hydroelectricity etc. should be developed. The area under oil seed crops should be increased.
The field of higher education, particularly medical sciences should be expanded. The paper
concludes that India should do essential changes in its production- and import-export policies.
Keywords: Economy, Ukraine, Russia, India, War
Introduction

The crisis in Ukraine has created a humanitarian crisis of immense proportions and has
also dealt a severe blow to the global economy. The brunt of the suffering and destruction are
being felt by the people of Ukraine themselves but the costs in terms of reduced trade and output
are likely to be felt by people around the world through higher food and energy prices and
reduced availability of goods exported by Russia and Ukraine. Poorer countries are at high risk
of war since they tend to spend a larger fraction of their incomes on food compared to richer
countries. This could impact political stability. (WTO, 2022). While there will be no direct
impact of the Russia-Ukraine crisis on India in terms of bilateral trade, however, the surge in oil
prices as a result of the crisis poses considerable risks to the Indian economy. Higher oil prices
pose risks to external stability and currency movement. Further, apart from the direct impact of
higher prices on inflation, the pass-through effect on other sectors may not be transitory as
expected by the Reserve Bank of India. Further, the government may have to calibrate its fiscal
stance given the rising yields (Gupta, A. 2022). The impact will be felt more on inflation, a
widening current account deficit and a falling rupee (Josef, J. 2022). According to Frederic G.,

2022, for the time being, India has been able to manage the pressures on its diplomacy, despite

the great tensions surrounding the war in Ukraine.
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CHAPTER 11
COVID 19- EMOTIONAL, PHYSICAL & PSYCHOLOGICAL
IMPACT ON WOMEN

Booma V Halpeth,

Assistant Professor,

Department of Management Studies, The S.I.A College
of Higher Education

Abstract

The covid 19 pandemic has turned the world upside down and every
sphere of the world had been affected. The economy was reeling
under pressure companies had to shift to new style of working,
adapting to technology, education going for a toss, loss of jobs,
reduction 1n income, loss of lives, domestic violence, etc. were some
of the effects of the pandemic. Women were the most affected lot as
they needed to manage family, work, children and keep everything
under control. The objective of this article is to discuss and
understand the impact of the pandemic on women at emotional,
Physical and psychological well-being. The article focuses on the
general aspects of women, society and in particular the impact of
covid on women’s well-being. It concludes that women have gone
through a lot during this pandemic and have been subjected to hard
work, isolation, stress, violence etc. and all these has affected her
well-being. It is important for the family as well as the society to
understand and support her in order for her to balance her roles and
handle the uncertainty.

Keywords: Covid, Pandemic, home maker, career women, emotional
well being

Introduction
omen are considered to be an embodiment of shakti. Shakti
refers to the dynamic energy that is responsible for
creation, conservation and annihilation of the Universe. It
1s believed that without Shakti the universe would not function. It is

the shakti who stimulates the passive energy shiva in the form of
consciousness'. Women who assume the role of creator, conserves
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Use of E-Resources in Academic Libraries: A SWOT Analysis

Dr. Nitinkumar M. Patil and Mrs. Ranjana Mhalgi
The S.LA. College of Higher Education,
P-88, MIDC Residential Area Dombivli Gymkhana Road, Near Balaji Mandir,
Dombivli (East), Tal. Kalyan, Dist. Thane, PIN- 421 203

Abstract
Electronic resources are useful to store information that can be accessed through inter-

network environment. These resources are widely known as e-resources, which include various
file formats. The practice of obtaining information from e-books, e-journals, e-database,
websites, CD-ROM, Diskettes and portable computers has become a common feature in today’s
era. E-resources are properly being used in the field of library science and information centers.
With this background, the present paper gives some suggestions on the basis of SWOT analysis
for the effective use of e-resources in academic libraries.

Keywords: E-Resources, Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats.

Introduction:

SWOT stands for Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats. It is a tool,
technique and method used for strategic planning and management in various organizations
which are aggregates in interaction with their environments. SWOT analysis can be used
successfully to develop competitive strategies for organizations, which consist of numerous sub-
systems. Any organization exists in two types of environments, first, being in itself and the
second, being outside. It is essential to analyse bo these environments to conduct strategic
management and strategy implementation practices. Strategy implementation occurs when an
organization adopts organizational poligies and practices that are consistent with its strategy
(Barmey and Hesterly, 2006). Such a course of investigating any organization with its
environment can be termed a SWOT Analysis. By definition, “SWOT Analysis is a simple but
powerful tool for sizing up an organization’s resource capabilities and deficiencies, its market
opportunities and the external threats to its future” (Thompson et al., 2007). SWOT analysis has
internal and external dimensions. Its internal dimension includes Strengths and Weaknesses
while external dimensions comprise Opportunities and Threats. Today various e-resources like e-
books, e-images, e-journals, e-newspapers, e-theses and e-dissertations are preferably being used
in various fields of life across the planet. The field of education is not an exception to this.
Furthermore, the strategic management of e-resources in academic libraries has become an
essential task for academicians. The virtual nature of e-books offers additional benefits to remote
users and distance learning programs. In a study of distance learning students of the University
of Leicester, researchers found that students valued electronic collections for a one-point access
of materials at a time and location of their choice (Nie et al. 2011). The major strength of e-
books is interactivity. Keyword searches and other integrated functions facilitate quick browsing
and targeted navigation, offering a new non-sequential approach to learning (Dresang, 1999).
Users can personalize their e-book experiences similarly to a physical book, through
highlighting, bookmarking, and/or taking notes within the book. The key difference is that such
activities do not alter the book itself, nor affect other users. E-readers often allow adjustment of
font (style and type) and pages (dimensions) to further customize the readmg experience and
accommodate varying visual abilities (Dewan, 2012)
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Abstract

Being financial and economic capital of India, no doubt the city of Mumbai is on the track to fulfilling
the basic, economic and infrastructural needs of its residents. However, social growth is something that the city is
lacking. Though Mumbai is known as a women’s friendly city, there are many inadequacies in the safety and
security it provides to women. Considering this fact, based on both primary and secondary data, this theoretical
paper is an attempt to understand the safety and security provided to slum dwelling, commuting and working
women in the city. The study revealed that slum-dwelling women face stressful conditions due to the absence of
toilet facilities, fear of demolition and violence against them. On the other hand, commuting women expect safety
and security during their journey to work and also at their place of work. Though the state government and local
governing bodies. police forces and individuals have taken steps to overcome the situation, there is a need of

strengthening safety and security measures for the well-being of women in the city.

Key Words: Women, Safety, Security, Mumbai, Harassment

Introduction

Cities have been envisioned as spaces of
liberation, collaboration and ideas, Meher, S.
(2016). Urban thinker, Edward Glaeser states that
the city “makes humanity shine most brightly,”
Edward G. (2011). Unfortunately, this shining view
of the city does not apply to all the cities in India
and abroad, and not equally. For several women,
cities are somewhat spaces of fear, which they
access while having to constantly look over their
shoulders. This opinion is not just circumstantial.
The United Nation's Safe Cities and Safe Public
Spaces program, which started in 2010, recognized
that, cities all around the world were becoming
unsafe for women, UN, Women (2016). With the
ushering in of economic liberalization, Indian cities
have witnessed a continual recasting of spaces to
keep pace with the burgeoning urbanization. The
present scenario is such that while on the one hand,
the cities provide ample opportunities for both
women and men, on the other the nature of urban
development has resulted in the increased exclusion
of women, particularly from the marginalized
sections; it has reinforced the existing structure of
gender-based violence. The emergence and growth
of the ‘modem city’, essentially exclusive in
character, has generated new research that draws
linkages between urban development, governance
and the ever-increasing violence and
marginalization. Gender-based violence and safety
are now being analysed within a framework that
extends beyond the immediate and the most visible
forms of violence, taking into its fold issues related
to infrastructure, city planning, and governance,
Jagori (2010). Women's safety and security in the
Indian city of Mumbai have been an intensely
debated topic. Mumbai, the city considered to be the

most female-friendly in India, the public space is
largely male-dominated and  not designed for
enhancing the access of women to it, Anni-Elina
Vinskd (2019). While there are various ways by
which women’s safety and security can be
discussed, the findings presented in this paper are
hmited to women’s safety and security in slum
areas, during their journey to work and at their
places of work.
Aims and Objectives
The present study aims to understand
women’s safety and security in Mumbai. This has
been achieved with the help of following objectives.
. To know the status of women’s safety and
security in slums, public transport and at the
places of their work.
2. To investigate the government’s policies and
programs on women’s safety and security.
3. To understand the policing initiatives on
women'’s safety and security
4. To formulate suggestions for mitigating the
issue of women'’s safety and security in the city
of Mumbai.
Materials and Methods
The present study is based on the data
collected from both primary and secondary sources.
The primary data are obtained through structured
questionnaires, personal interviews and empirical
evidence. Interviews of police officials and city bus
employees were conducted to obtain the
information. In all 93 slum-dwelling and 86
commuting women were also interviewed and
requested to fill out the questionnaires. The
secondary sources of information like DEWSpapers,
research articles and publications were referred to in
view of getting information on women’s safety and
security in Mumbai.
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Abstract

Being financial and economic capital of India, no doubt the city of Mumbai is on the track to fulfilling
the basic, economic and infrastructural needs of its residents. However, social growth is something that the city is
lacking. Though Mumbai is known as a women’s friendly city, there are many inadequacies in the safety and
security it provides to women. Considering this fact, based on both primary and secondary data, this theoretical
paper is an attempt to understand the safety and security provided to slum dwelling, commuting and working
women in the city. The study revealed that slum-dwelling women face stressful conditions due to the absence of
toilet facilities, fear of demolition and violence against them. On the other hand, commuting women expect safety
and security during their journey to work and also at their place of work. Though the state government and local
governing bodies, police forces and individuals have taken steps to overcome the situation, there is a need of

strengthening safety and security measures for the well-being of women in the city.

Key Words: Women, Safety, Security, Mumbai, Harassment

Introduction

Cities have been envisioned as spaces of
liberation, collaboration and ideas, Meher, S.
(2016). Urban thinker, Edward Glaeser states that
the city “makes humanity shine most brightly,”
Edward G. (2011). Unfortunately, this shining view
of the city does not apply to all the cities in India
and abroad, and not equally. For several women,
cities are somewhat spaces of fear, which they
access while having to constantly look over their
shoulders. This opinion is not just circumstantial.
The United Nation's Safe Cities and Safe Public
Spaces program, which started in 2010, recognized
that, cities all around the world were becoming
unsafe for women, UN, Women (2016). With the
ushering in of economic liberalization, Indian cities
have witnessed a continual recasting of spaces to
keep pace with the burgeoning urbanization. The
present scenario is such that while on the one hand,
the cities provide ample opportunities for both
women and men, on the other the nature of urban
development has resulted in the increased exclusion
of women, particularly from the marginalized
sections; it has reinforced the existing structure of
gender-based violence. The emergence and growth
of the ‘modemn city’, essentially exclusive in
character, has generated new research that draws
linkages between urban development, governance
and the  ever-increasing  violence  and
marginalization. Gender-based violence and safety
are now being analysed within a framework that
extends beyond the immediate and the most visible
forms of violence, taking into its fold issues related
to infrastructure, city planning, and governance,
Jagori (2010). Women’s safety and security in the
Indian city of Mumbai have been an intensely
debated topic. Mumbai, the city considered to be the

most female-friendly in India, the public space is
largely male-dominated and ™ not designed for
enhancing the access of women to it, Anni-Elina
Vinskd (2019). While there are various ways by
which women’s safety and security can be
discussed, the findings presented in this paper are
limited to women’s safety and security in slum
areas, during their journey to work and at their
places of work.
Aims and Objectives
The present study aims to understand
women’s safety and security in Mumbai. This has
been achieved with the help of following objectives.
1. To know the status of women’s safety and
security in slums, public transport and at the
places of their work.
2. To investigate the government’s policies and
programs on women’s safety and security.
3. To understand the policing initiatives on
women’s safety and security
4. To formulate suggestions for mitigating the
issue of women’s safety and security in the city
of Mumbai.
Materials and Methods
The present study is based on the data
collected from both primary and secondary sources.
The primary data are obtained through structured
questionnaires, personal interviews and empirical
evidence. Interviews of police officials and city bus
employees were conducted to obtain the
information. In all 93 slum-dwelling and 86
commuting women were also interviewed and
requested to fill out the questionnaires. The
secondary sources of information like newspapers,
research articles and publications were referred to in
view of getting information on women’s safety and
security in Mumbai.
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Abstract

Just two vears back the whole world witnessed the darkest era of history |

in the form of pandemics during the period of 2019-21. With the invention of |
the vaccine for COVID-19, the World was trying to come out of the pandemic
simmation. But very soon, unfortunately, within a span of only one year, the
whole world again had been forced to face one more global disaster. And that |
was the Ukraine-Russia war. It has been started on 24" February 2022 when
Russia attacked the capital city of Kyiv early morning. '
Immediately the Ukraine residents started escaping and rushing towards ?

the borders of Ukraine for safe evacuation from the country. Among these
evacuees, there were thousands of Indian students who were residing in Ukraine |
for pursuing their graduation in medicine by enrolling in MBBS courses.
In such a critical scenario, the Indian Government gave priority 1o the

safety of all the Indian Nationals and brought them back to their home by
executing operation Ganga. However, as the majonity of the students were
MBBS and medical students, the Ukraine-Russia war arose a huge question for
their careers i.e. “what next?” Thus the goal of this theoretical study is to|
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understand he impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on Indian students. It will also
try to deeply investigate and analyse the different challenges and problems
faced by these students during and after the migration to India. The study 18
validated and supported by the data collected through print media, and
references available on the internet.
Keywords: Ukraine, Russia, Students, Medicine, India

1. Introduction

Immediately after the horror of the pandemic during a couple of years
2019-21, the whole world is now wimessing the terrifying situation of war
between Russia and Ukraine. On one side every country in the whole world
is trying to come up from the disaster created by COVID-19, and on the flip,
Ukraine is fighting with Russia to safeguard its citizens. The situation in
Ukraine was becoming bad to worse every day. It has forced the people
staying in Ukraine to escape their routine life and migrate to safe places.
During this crisis, the students who came from other countries 1o Ukraine
for their higher education were struggling to survive. According to the news
reports, the students were living under huge restrictions and rough
adjustments and also suffered from racism. It was a traumatic situation for
every person in Ukraine. The Ukraine-Russia war has created the never
before disaster for all the people staying there, especially for the students
studying in Ukraine. Because, the students were, not only worried about
their safe escape but also in mental trauma of uncertainty that occurred in
their career due to worrisome situations. Qut of these students in Ukraine,
the number of Indian students was considerably high. Almost 20000 Indian
students studying in Ukraine, especially for medical courses were now e
facing the uncertainty of their careers due to the attack by Russia on ‘
Ukraine.

Most of these students went there in Ukraine for their medical education
using costly education loans. The parents of these students were struggling
for the safety of their children by keeping aside all other aspects. Now both
of these Indian students and their parents are under the mental trauma that
what will happen to their degrees if Ukraine vanishes its identity.

2. Objectives
A. To study the provisions of Indian Medical Commission regarding The
Foreign Medical Graduates

To study the reasons for Indian stdents going abroad for The Medical !
Education. ; |

. To identify the problems faced by Indian medical students pre and post :
war period.
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To offer suggestions to THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL and
Indian Government
Review of Literature
Tarun Nangia in his article published in The Daily Guardian has i
investigated the comparison between the pros and cons of Indian and
foreign medical education systems.

Danita Yadav in her article published in TimesNowNews.com has
mentioned about the guidelines of THE NATIONAL MEDICAL
COUNCIL regarding the Foreign Medical Graduates, and also

explained the impact of these guidelines on the students studying in
Ukraine.

parents. She noted her observation in the article War in Ukraine
Disrupts Medical Education in India

Research Methodology

Researchers have collected secondary data from various sources such as
newspaper articles, websites, research papers, and news reports.

Period of Study- Researchers have considered a period of one year 1e.
2021-22 for the purpose of the study.

Critical Analysis
The researchers have critically analysed the available secondary data and
extracted the following facts:

In India students dreaming to become a doctor by pursuing
MBRBS have to qualify National Entrance cum Eligibility Test. Here the
question arises why do these students feel the need to go abroad for their |
medical education?

As per the data tabled by Health Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya in

Lok Sabha on Friday 22 July 2022, there are 622 medical colleges in all
over the country. Out of which 322 are Government and 290 are private
colleges. They have a total of 92000 MBBS seats available for the year
202223 out of which 48000 are from Government colleges and the
remaining 44000 in private colleges. Under the centrally sponsored
scheme, 3495 additional MBBS seats have been approved for existing
Government colleges in 16 states and Union Teritories. However, we
cannot ignore the number of students attempting the NEET i.e. 18 Lakhs
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students to secure the seat out of above. It is 20 times bigger than the
number of seats available for medical education. The majority of these
students can't afford admission to private colleges as their fees are out of
their reach.

For all such reasons students with no choice in getting admission
in Government colleges and incapability to pay heavy fees to private
colleges, opt to go abroad for completing their dream to become MBBS.
It 1s because the fees in abroad are comparatively less than in private
colleges in India. In India, MBBS in private colleges costs 50 lakhs to ]
crore, on the other hand, in countries like Ukraine it costs around only
30 1o 40 lakhs which 1s less than half of the cost in India. Due to the
same reason, over the last three decades, thousands of Indian students
have migrated to Ukraine to pursue their higher education, especially in
the medical field. However, because of the crisis that took place due to
the Ukraine-Russia war, the students are affected mentally and
physically as well to the great extent.

- Guidelines for The Foreign Medical Graduates for practicing in

India:

a. The Foreign Medical Graduates cannot come back to India
with an incomplete medical degree and also cannot get
transferred to Indian University in between the course from a
foreign university.

(Reg. 2(iii) of Schedule ] FMGL 2021)

b. The The Foreign Medical Graduates have to clear National
Exit Test (NET) or another mandated test or tests conducted by
THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

(Reg. 4(d) of FMGL 2021)

¢. The Foreign Medical Graduates have to undergo an mnternship
of 12 months with the same foreign university only after they
clear the medical graduate exam. After coming back to India they
need to complete another internship of 12 months in India to
become eligible to practice in India.

(Reg. 4(a) (ii) FMGL 2021)

d. as per the 2021 Foreign Regulations, aspirants have to complete
their medical education within 10 years from the date of joining
this duration of 10 years also includes an internship in Ukraine
and India as well.

(Reg. 2(iv) of Schedule I FMGL 2021)

International Research Journal of Come ad cien ( )
WWW.casirj.com Page 79




CASIR]

Vol 13 Issue 11 [Year 2022] ISSN 2319 - 5202

C. Challenges faced by The Indian Medical Students due to war:
a. Threat of Physical and Mental Safety

The Ukraine-Russia war is not the first incident to initiate problems for
Indian students studying abroad. The world has witnessed Indian students
struggling for their safety when they got trapped during the pandemic in
China. It shows that the basic physical and mental safety of the Indian
students going abroad for higher education is always at stake.
b. Uncertainty of Career in case of Calamities or Disaster

The second important problem that needs to be focused on is the
uncertainty due to any calamities or national disasters occurring in the
country where Indian students are studying. In such situations when Indian
students come back home, the medical students cannot continue their
incomplete degrees in Indian medical colleges, as there are no provisions
made by National Medical Commission regarding the same. The Indian
evacuated students are expected to be accommodated in the Indian medical
colleges. However, it is not possible as per the provisions of the 2021°s
regulations issued by THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL for The
Foreign Medical Graduates. A transfer from a foreign university to an Indian
University in the middle of the MBBS course is not allowed as admission
guidelines and selection criteria differ. The Foreign Medical Graduates can
come back to India to practice in India only after completing their degree
and meeting entire requirements.

c. Threat of expiry of Limited Duration

The average duration to complete MBBS in Ukraine needs 6 years. With
2 vears’ internship (Ukraine and India one year each) students get eligible 10
practice medicine in India, which takes a total of 8 years. It gives only 2
years of margin to apply for FMGE and their license in India. However, due
to the war simuation in Ukraine, it became totally uncertain when Indian
students can get back to Ukraine to complete their medical education.

The condition of THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL to complete
MBBS within 10 years can cause problems for Indian medical students.
Because if they are not able to complete their courses within 10 years due to
this war, they won't be eligible to apply for a license to practice medicine in
India.

d. Inability to repay Education Loans

One major problem of students cannot be ignored or unseen and that is

their loans taken for medical education in Ukraine. As we have already
discussed that the war situation in Ukraine has trapped the Indian medical

students in enormous uncertainty for their careers, neither they can continue |
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their education in Ukraine due to war nor in India due to unfavourable
provisions of THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

Due to incomplete and blocked education they cannot practice as a
doctor in India, which leads to incapability to repay the education loan even
do lenders extend the moratorium however interest continues to accrue if
students failed to repay EMI it will result into a penalty on unpaid EMI and
drop in credit score and me also extend to for future of collateral it simply
means that longer the loan outstanding the higher the rate of interest charge
on the same

It clearly indicates that THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL and

Indian Government have to review this scenario seriously and also take
concrete steps for the same.

6. Limitations of Study

A. Time limit for the present study is restricted to One Year.

B. The study is based on secondary data as the situation does not permit to
collect primary data

C. The study is restricted to Medical Students only.

Suggestions

A. There should be adequate provision for absorbing Indian Students who

have not completed their Medical Degree abroad in Indian Medical
Education System.

B. Number of Government seats has to increase for Medical Students in
India as the existing capacity is very less as compared to the number of
students applying every year.

C. Rules for Eligibility Criteria for starting Medical Practice in India for

those Indian Smdents who have completed their Medical Degrees abroad
have to be liberalised.

Scope for Future Research

Current study can help future researchers to investigate other fields’
students who are affected due to similar kinds of problems.

It can help the future researcher to find out concrete solutions o be
provided to the affected Medical Students.

9. Findings

From the current study Researchers have found the following conclusions:

A. Due to The Russia-Ukraine War Medical Students studying in Ukraine
were forced to leave their education midst.

~

w e
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B. Secondly as there are no provisions made by National Medical
Commission to accommodate such students there career gets trapped
into the uncertainty and complications.

C. From the current study it is clear that the first root cause for migration of
the Medical students is inadequate Seats for MBBS.

D. Second root cause for migration of medical students to abroad is the
heavy cost of the medical education of private colleges in India as
compare to medical colleges in Foreign Countries like Ukraine.

10. Conclusions and Suggestions

A. National Medical Commission has to increase the number of MBBS
seats adequately in the proportion of aspirants attempting NEET per
year.

B. National Medical Commission has to set some standards to control the
fees of MBBS in private colleges for making 1t affordable for the
students who do not get admission in Government colleges in India
C. National Medical Commission needs to review the provisions for

The Foreign Medical Graduates. In case of a disaster like war or
pandemics, if Indian students coming back midst of their studies to
India there must be some provision to accommodate them in Indian
Medical Education System so that they can accomplish their

education.
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B. Secondly as there are no provisions made by National Medical
Commission to accommodate such students there career gets trapped
into the uncertainty and complicatons.

C. From the current study it is clear that the first root cause for migration of
the Medical students is inadequate Seats for MBBS.

D. Second root cause for mi gration of medical students to abroad is the
heavy cost of the medical education of private colleges in India as
compare to medical colleges in Foreign C ountries like Ukraine.

10. Conclusions and Suggestions

A National Medical Commission has to increase the number of MBBS
seats adequately in the proportion of aspirants attempting NEET per
year.

B. National Medical Commission has to set some standards t0 control the
fees of MBBS in private colleges for making it affordable for the
students who do not get admission in Government colleges in India
C National Medical Commission needs to review the provisions for

The Foreign Medical Graduates. In case of a disaster like war or
pandemics, if Indian students coming back midst of their studies t0
India there must be some provision to accommodate them in Indian
Medical Education System so that they can accomplish their
education.
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Abstract
Just two years back the whole world witnessed the darkest era of history

in the form of pandemics during the period of 2019-21. With the invention of |

the vaccine for COVID-19, the World was trying to come out of the pandemic |

situation. But very soon, unfortunately, within a span of only one year, the

whole world again had been forced to face one more global disaster. And that |

was the Ukraine-Russia war. It has been started on 24® February 2022 when
Russia attacked the capital city of Kyiv early morning.

Immediately the Ukraine residents started escaping and rushing towards
the borders of Ukraine for safe evacuation from the country. Among these
evacuees, there were thousands of Indian students who were residing in Ukraine
for pursuing their graduation in medicine by enrolling in MBBS courses.

In such a critical scenario, the Indian Government gave priority to the |

safety of all the Indian Nationals and brought them back to their home by
executing operation Ganga. However, as the majority of the students were
MBBS and medical students, the Ukraine-Russia war arose a huge question for
their careers ie. “what next?” Thus the goal of this theoretical study is to
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understand the impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on Indian students. It will also
try to deeply investigate and analyse the different challenges and problems
faced by these students during and after the migration to India. The study 1s
validated and supported by the data collected through print media, and
references available on the internet.
Keywords: Ukraine, Russia, Students, Medicine, India
1. Introduction

Immediately after the horror of the pandemic during a couple of years
2019-21, the whole world is now witnessing the terrifying situation of war
between Russia and Ukraine. On one side every country in the whole world
is trying to come up from the disaster created by COVID-19, and on the flip,
Ukraine is fighting with Russia to safeguard its citizens. The situation in
Ukraine was becoming bad to worse every day. It has forced the people
staying in Ukraine to escape their routine life and migrate to safe places.
During this crisis, the students who came from other countries to Ukraine
for their higher education were struggling to survive. According to the news
reports, the students were living under huge restrictions and rough
adjustments and also suffered from racism. It was a traumatic situation for
every person in Ukraine. The Ukraine-Russia war has created the never
before disaster for all the people staying there, especially for the students
studying in Ukraine. Because, the students were, not only worried about
their safe escape but also in mental trauma of uncertainty that occurred in
their career due to worrisome situations. Out of these students in Ukraine,
the number of Indian students was considerably high. Almost 20000 Indian
students studying in Ukraine, especially for medical courses were now
facing the uncertainty of their careers due to the attack by Russia on
Ukraine.

Most of these students went there in Ukraine for their medical education
using costly education loans. The parents of these students were struggling
for the safety of their children by keeping aside all other aspects. Now both

| of these Indian students and their parents are under the mental trauma that

what will happen to their degrees if Ukraine vanishes its identity.
Objectives

To study the provisions of Indian Medical Commission regarding The
Foreign Medical Graduates

To study the reasons for Indian students going abroad for The Medical
Education.

To identify the problems faced by Indian medical students pre and post
war period.

o w P
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To offer suggestions to THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL and

Indian Government

Review of Literature .
Tarun Nangia in his article published in The Daily Guardian has

investigated the comparison between the pros and cons of Indian and
foreign medical education systems.

Danita Yadav in her article published in TimesNowNews.com has
mentioned about the guidelines of THE NATIONAL MEDICAL
COUNCIL regarding the Foreign Medical Graduates, and also
explained the impact of these guidelines on the students studying in
Ukraine.

Pola Lem interviewed some students studying in Ukraine and their
parents. She noted her observation in the article War in Ukraine
Disrupts Medical Education in India

Research Methodology

Researchers have collected secondary data from various sources such as
newspaper articles, websites, research papers, and news reports.

Period of Study- Researchers have considered a period of one year i.e.
2021-22 for the purpose of the study.

. Critical Analysis

The researchers have critically analysed the available secondary data and
extracted the following facts:
Reasons for Indian students going abroad for medical education
In India students dreaming to become a doctor by pursuing
MBBS have to qualify National Entrance cum Eligibility Test. Here the
question arises why do these students feel the need to go abroad for their
medical education?
As per the data tabled by Health Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya in
Lok Sabha on Friday 22 July 2022, there are 622 medical colleges in all
over the country. Out of which 322 are Government and 290 are private
colleges. They have a total of 92000 MBBS seats available for the year
202223 out of which 48000 are from Government colleges and the
remaining 44000 in private colleges. Under the centrally sponsored
scheme, 3495 additional MBBS seats have been approved for existing
Government colleges in 16 states and Union Territories. However, we
cannot ignore the number of students attempting the NEET ie. 18 Lakhs
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students to secure the seat out of above. It is 20 times bigger than the
number of seats available for medical education. The majority of these
students can't afford admission to private colleges as their fees are out of
their reach.

For all such reasons students with no choice in getting admission
in Government colleges and incapability to pay heavy fees to private
colleges, opt to go abroad for completing their dream to become MBBS.
It is because the fees in abroad are comparatively less than in private
colleges in India. In India, MBBS in private colleges costs 50 lakhs to 1
crore, on the other hand, in countries like Ukraine it costs around only
30 to 40 lakhs which is less than half of the cost in India. Due to the
same reason, over the last three decades, thousands of Indian students
have migrated to Ukraine to pursue their higher education, especially in
the medical field. However, because of the crisis that took place due to
the Ukraine-Russia war, the students are affected mentally and
physically as well to the great extent.

. Guidelines for The Foreign Medical Graduates for practicing in

India:

a. The Foreign Medical Graduates cannot come back to India
with an incomplete medical degree and also cannot get
transferred to Indian University in between the course from a
foreign university.

(Reg. 2(iii) of Schedule I FMGL 2021)

b. The The Foreign Medical Graduates have to clear National
Exit Test (NET) or another mandated test or tests conducted by
THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

(Reg. 4(d) of FMGL 2021)

¢. The Foreign Medical Graduates have to undergo an internship
of 12 months with the same foreign university only after they
clear the medical graduate exam. After coming back to India they
need to complete another internship of 12 months in India to
become eligible to practice in India.

(Reg. 4(a) (i) FMGL 2021)

d. as per the 2021 Foreign Regulations, aspirants have to complete
their medical education within 10 years from the date of joining
this duration of 10 years also includes an internship in Ukraine
and India as well.

(Reg. 2(iv) of Schedule ] FMGL 2021)
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C. Challenges faced by The Indian Medical Students due to war:
a. Threat of Physical and Mental Safety
The Ukraine-Russia war is not the first incident to initiate problems for
Indian students studying abroad. The world has witnessed Indian students
struggling for their safety when they got trapped during the pandemic in
China. It shows that the basic physical and mental safety of the Indian
students going abroad for higher education is always at stake.
b. Uncertainty of Career in case of Calamities or Disaster
The second important problem that needs to be focused on is the
uncertainty due to any calamities oOr national disasters occurring in the
country where Indian students are studying. In such situations when Indian
students come back home, the medical students cannot continue their
incomplete degrees in Indian medical colleges, as there are no provisions
made by National Medical Commission regarding the same. The Indian
evacuated students are expected to be accommodated in the Indian medical
colleges. However, it is not possible as per the provisions of the 2021°s
regulations issued by THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL for The
Foreign Medical Graduates. A transfer from a foreign university to an Indian
University in the middle of the MBBS course is not allowed as admission
guidelines and selection criteria differ. The Foreign Medical Graduates can
come back to India to practice in India only after completing their degree
and meeting entire requirements.
¢. Threat of expiry of Limited Duration
The average duration to complete MBBS in Ukraine needs 6 years. With
2 years’ internship (Ukraine and India one year each) students get eligible to
practice medicine in India, which takes a total of 8 years. It gives only 2
years of margin to apply for FMGE and their license in India. However, due
to the war situation in Ukraine, it became totally uncertain when Indian
students can get back to Ukraine to complete their medical education.
The condition of THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL to complete

MBBS within 10 years can cause problems for Indian medical students. |

Because if they are not able to complete their courses within 10 years due to
this war, they won't be eligible to apply for a license to practice medicine in
India.
d. Inability to repay Education Loans

One major problem of students cannot be ignored or unseen and that is |
their loans taken for medical education in Ukraine. As we have already |
discussed that the war situation in Ukraine has trapped the Indian medical '
students in enormous uncertainty for their careers, neither they can continue
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e
ar: their education in Ukraine due to war nor in India due to unfavourable
provisions of THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.
oblems for Due to incomplete and blocked education they cannot practice as a
an students doctor in India, which leads to incapability to repay the education loan even
andemic in do lenders extend the moratorium however interest continues to accrue if
the Indian students failed to repay EMI it will result into a penalty on unpaid EMI and
drop in credit score and me also extend to for future of collateral it simply
means that longer the loan outstanding the higher the rate of interest charge
on is the on the same
ring in the It clearly indicates that THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL and
vhen Indian Indian Government have to review this scenario seriously and also take
atinue their concrete steps for the same.
) provisions
The Indian 6. Limitations of Study
lian medical A. Time limit for the present study is restricted to One Year.
" the 2021°s B. The study is based on secondary data as the situation does not permit to
'IL for The collect primary data
to an Indian C. The study is restricted to Medical Students only.
s admission 7. Suggestions
raduates can A. There should be adequate provision for absorbing Indian Students who 4
their degree have not completed their Medical Degree abroad in Indian Medical *
Education System.
B. Number of Government seats has to increase for Medical Students in
) years. With India as the existing capacity is very less as compared to the number of ;
et eligible to students applying every year.
gives only 2 C. Rules for Eligibility Criteria for starting Medical Practice in India for
lowever, due those Indian Students who have completed their Medical Degrees abroad
when Indian have to be liberalised.
ation. 8. Scope for Future Research
. to complete A. Current study can help future researchers to investigate other fields’
ical students. students who are affected due to similar kinds of problems.
) years due to B. It can help the future researcher to find out concrete solutions to be
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provided to the affected Medical Students.
9. Findings
From the current study Researchers have found the following conclusions:
A. Due to The Russia-Ukraine War Medical Students studying in Ukraine
were forced to leave their education midst.
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B. Secondly as there are no provisions made by National Medical
Commission to accommodate such students there career gets trapped
into the uncertainty and complications.

C. From the current study it is clear that the first root cause for migration of
the Medical students is inadequate Seats for MBBS.

D. Second root cause for migration of medical students to abroad is the
heavy cost of the medical education of private colleges in India as
compare to medical colleges in Foreign Countries like Ukraine.

10. Conclusions and Suggestions

A. National Medical Commission has to increase the number of MBBS
seats adequately in the proportion of aspirants attempting NEET per
year.

B. National Medical Commission has to set some standards to control the
fees of MBBS in private colleges for making it affordable for the
students who do not get admission in Government colleges in India

C.

National Medical Commission needs to review the provisions for
The Foreign Medical Graduates. In case of a disaster like war or
pandemics, if Indian students coming back midst of their studies to
India there must be some provision to accommodate them in Indian
Medical Education System so that they can accomplish their
education.
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Abstract ; .

Just two vears back the whole world witnessed the darkest era of history ttg:lil;gl:g .
in the form of pandemics during the period of 2019-21. With the invention of atadents ot
the vaccine for COVID-19, the World was trying to come out of the pandemic facsion. e i
situation. But very soon, unfortunately, within a span of only one year, the | Tkising
whole world again had been forced to face one more global disaster. And that Mosi of

was the Ukraine-Russia war. It has been started on 24" February 2022 when
Russia attacked the capital city of Kyiv early morning.

Immediately the Ukraine residents started escaping and rushing towards
the borders of Ukraine for safe evacuation from the country. Among these |
evacuees, there were thousands of Indian students who were residing in Ukraine
for pursuing their graduation in medicine by enrolling in MBBS courses. '

In such a critical scenario, the Indian Government gave priority to the
safety of all the Indian Nationals and brought them back to their home by

executing operation Ganga. However, as the majority of the students were
MBBS and medical students, the Ukraine-Russia war arose a huge question for |
their careers i.e. “what next?” Thus the goal of this theoretical study is to|
- _  _ _ _______ ______________________ _______ _________ ______ ___ __________J
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understand 7he impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on Indian students. It will also
try to deeply investigate and analyse the different challenges and problems
faced by these students during and after the migration to India. The study is
validated and supported by the data collected through prnint media, and
references available on the internet.
Keywords: Ukraine, Russia, Students, Medicine, India

1. Introduction

Immediately after the horror of the pandemic during a couple of years
2019-21, the whole world is now witmessing the ternifying situation of war
between Russia and Ukraine. On one side every country in the whole world
is trying to come up from the disaster created by COVID-19, and on the flip,
Ukraine is fighting with Russia to safeguard its citizens. The situation in
Ukraine was becoming bad to worse every day. It has forced the people
staying in Ukraine to escape their routine life and migrate to safe places.
During this crisis, the students who came from other countries to Ukraine
for their higher education were struggling to survive. According to the news
reports, the students were living under huge restricnons and rough
adjustments and also suffered from racism. It was a traumatic situation for
every person in Ukraine. The Ukraine-Russia war has created the never
before disaster for all the people staying there, especially for the students
studying in Ukraine. Because, the students were, not only worried about
their safe escape but also in mental trauma of uncertainty that occurred in
their career due to worrisome situations. Qut of these students in Ukraine,
the number of Indian students was considerably high. Almost 20000 Indian
students studying in Ukraine, especially for medical courses were now
facing the uncertainty of their careers due to the attack by Russia on
Ukraine.

Most of these students went there in Ukraine for their medical education
using costly education loans. The parents of these students were struggling
for the safety of their children by keeping aside all other aspects. Now both
of these Indian students and their parents are under the mental trauma that
what will happen to their degrees if Ukraine vanishes its identity.

2. Objectives
A. To study the provisions of Indian Medical Commission regarding The
Foreign Medical Graduates

B. To study the reasons for Indian students going abroad for The Medical
Education.

C. To identify the problems faced by Indian medical students pre and post
war period.
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D. To offer suggestions to THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL and
Indian Government

3. Review of Literature

A. Tarun Nangia in his article published in T he Daily Guardian has
investigated the comparison between the pros and cons of Indian and
foreign medical education systems.

B Danita Yadav in her article published n TimesNowNews.com has
mentioned about the guidelines of THE NATIONAL MEDICAL
COUNCIL regarding the Foreign Medical Graduates, and also
explained the impact of these guidelines on the students studying in
Ukraine.

C Pola Lem interviewed some students studying in Ukraine and their
parents. She noted her observation in the article War in Ukraine
Disrupts Medical Education in India

4. Research Methodology
Researchers have collected secondary data from various sources such as
newspaper articles, websites, research papers, and news reports.

Period of Study- Researchers have considered a period of one year ie.

2021-22 for the purpose of the study.

5. Critical Analysis
The researchers have critically analysed the available secondary data and
extracted the following facts:

A. Reasons for Indian students going abroad for medical education

In India students dreaming to become a doctor by pursuing

MBBS have to qualify National Entrance cum Eligibility Test. Here the
question arises why do these students feel the need to go abroad for therr
medical education?
As per the data tabled by Health Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya in
Lok Sabha on Friday 22 July 2022, there are 622 medical colleges in all

over the country. Out of which 322 are Government and 290 are private |

colleges. They have a total of 92000 MBBS seats available for the year
2022-23 out of which 48000 are from Government colleges and the
remaining 44000 in private colleges. Under the centrally sponsored
scheme, 3495 additional MBBS seats have been approved for existing
Government colleges in 16 states and Union Terntories. However, we

cannot ignore the number of students attempting the NEET i.e. 18 Lakhs |
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students to secure the seat out of above. It is 20 times bigger than the
number of seats available for medical education. The majority of these
students can't afford admission to private colleges as their fees are out of
their reach.

For all such reasons students with no choice in getting admission
in Government colleges and incapability to pay heavy fees to private
colleges, opt to go abroad for completing their dream to become MBBS.
It is because the fees in abroad are comparatively less than in private
colleges in India. In India, MBBS in private colleges costs 50 lakhs to ]
crore, on the other hand. in countries like Ukraine it costs around only
30 to 40 lakhs which is less than half of the cost in India. Due to the
same reason, over the last three decades, thousands of Indian students
have migrated to Ukraine to pursue their higher education, especially in
the medical field. However, because of the cnisis that took place due to
the Ukraine-Russia war, the students are affected mentally and
physically as well to the great extent.

. Guidelines for The Foreign Medical Graduates for practicing in

India:

a. The Foreign Medical Graduates cannot come back to India
with an incomplete medical degree and also cannot get
transferred to Indian University in between the course from a
foreign university.

(Reg. 2(iii) of Schedule 1 FMGL 2021)

b. The The Foreign Medical Graduates have to clear National
Exit Test (NET) or another mandated test or tests conducted by
THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

(Reg. 4(d) of FMGL 2021)

¢. The Foreign Medical Graduates have to undergo an internship
of 12 months with the same foreign university only after they
clear the medical graduate exam. After coming back to India they
need to complete another internship of 12 months in India to
become eligible to practice in India.

(Reg. 4(a) (ii) FMGL 2021)

d. as per the 2021 Foreign Regulations, aspirants have to complete
their medical education within 10 years from the date of joining
this duration of 10 years also includes an internship in Ukraine
and India as well.

(Reg. 2(iv) of Schedule ] FMGL 2021)

Www.casirj.com Page 79
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C. Challenges faced by The Indian Medical Students due to war:
a. Threat of Physical and Mental Safety

The Ukraine-Russia war is not the first incident to initiate problems for
Indian students studying abroad. The world has wimessed Indian students
struggling for their safety when they got trapped during the pandemic in
China. It shows that the basic physical and mental safety of the Indian
students going abroad for higher education is always at stake.
b. Uncertainty of Career in case of Calamities or Disaster

The second important problem that needs to be focused on is the
uncertainty due to any calamities or national disasters occurring in the
country where Indian students are studying. In such situations when Indian
students come back home, the medical students cannot continue their
incomplete degrees in Indian medical colleges, as there are no provisions
made by National Medical Commission regarding the same. The Indian

evacuated students are expected to be accommodated in the Indian medical |

colleges. However, it is not possible as per the provisions of the 2021°s
regulations issued by THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL for The
Foreign Medical Graduates. A transfer from a foreign university to an Indian

University in the middle of the MBBS course is not allowed as admission |
guidelines and selection criteria differ. The Foreign Medical Graduates can

come back to India to practice in India only after completing their degree
and meeting entire requirements.
c. Threat of expiry of Limited Duration

The average duration to complete MBBS in Ukraine needs 6 years. With
2 years” internship (Ukraine and India one year each) students get eligible to
practice medicine in India. which takes a total of 8 years. It gives only 2
vears of margin to apply for FMGE and their license in India. However, due
to the war simuation in Ukraine, it became totally uncertain when Indian
students can get back to Ukraine to complete their medical education.

The condition of THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL to complete
MBBS within 10 years can cause problems for Indian medical students.
Because if they are not able to complete their courses within 10 years due to
this war, they won't be eligible to apply for a license to practice medicine in

India.
d. Inability to repay Education Loans

One major problem of students cannot be ignored or unseen and that is
their loans taken for medical education in Ukraine. As we have already
discussed that the war situation in Ukraine has trapped the Indian medical |
students in enormous uncertainty for their careers, neither they can continue |

e
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their education in Ukraine due to war nor in India due to unfavourable
provisions of THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

Due to incomplete and blocked education they cannot practice as a
doctor in India, which leads to incapability to repay the education loan even
do lenders extend the moratorium however interest continues to accrue if
students failed to repay EMI it will result into a penalty on unpaid EMI and
drop in credit score and me also extend to for future of collateral it simply
means that longer the loan outstanding the higher the rate of interest charge
on the same

It clearly indicates that THE NATIONAL MEDICAL COUNCIL and

Indian Government have to review this scenario seriously and also take
concrete steps for the same.

6. Limitations of Study

A. Time limit for the present study is restricted to One Year.

B. The study is based on secondary data as the situation does not permit to
collect primary data

C. The study is restricted to Medical Students only.

Suggestions

A. There should be adequate provision for absorbing Indian Students who
have not completed their Medical Degree abroad in Indian Medical
Education System.

B. Number of Government seats has to increase for Medical Students in
India as the existing capacity is very less as compared to the number of
students applying every year.

C. Rules for Eligibility Criteria for starting Medical Practice in India for

those Indian Students who have completed their Medical Degrees abroad
have to be liberalised.

Scope for Future Research

Current study can help future researchers to investigate other fields’
students who are affected due to similar kinds of problems.

It can help the future researcher to find out concrete solutions to be
provided to the affected Medical Students.

9. Findings

From the current study Researchers have found the following conclusions:

A. Due to The Russia-Ukraine War Medical Students studying in Ukraine
were forced to leave their education midst.

™

> 0

B.
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B. Secondly as there are no provisions made by National Medical
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Commission to accommodate such students there career gets trapped
into the uncertainty and complications.

C. From the current study it is clear that the first root cause for migration of

the Medical students 1s inadequate Seats for MBBS.

D. Second root cause for migration of medical students to abroad is the
heavy cost of the medical education of private colleges in India as
compare to medical colleges in Foreign Countries like Ukraine.

10. Conclusions and Suggestions

A. National Medical Commission has to increase the number of MBBS
seats adequately in the proportion of aspirants attempting NEET per
year.

B. National Medical Commission has to set some standards to control the
fees of MBBS in private colleges for making it affordable for the
students who do not get admission in Government colleges in India

v

National Medical Commission needs to review the provisions for
The Foreign Medical Graduates. In case of a disaster like war or
pandemics, if Indian students coming back midst of their smdies to
India there must be some provision to accommodate them in Indian
Medical Education System so that they can accomplish their
education.
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Abstract:

With the outbreak of Covid-19, many countries announced
lockdown, which lead to shut down of commercial establishments as
well as schools and colleges. The lockdown changed the working of
Indian education system from traditional classroom teaching to
online teaching. This paper focuses on various challenges faced by
the student and teachers of higher education in online teaching
learning during Covid-19 pandemic.

Keywords: Covid-19, online teaching, higher education, challenges,
teacher, student

INTRODUCTION

n March 2020, WHO(World Health Organization ) declared
ICOVID -19 as a global pandemic. The virus spreads mainly

between people who are in close contact with each other, which
resulted in millions of death [1]. To avoid the spread of virus many
countries announced a nationwide lockdown. Consequently, all
commercial establishments including schools and colleges were shut
down. And this led new ways of teaching online. Covid-19 pandemic
has totally changed the working system of the Indian education
sector. It was a challenge for academic institutions as well as students to
shift from traditional to online learning.

But conducting online classes is itself was a great challenge for
teachers who are habitual of conducting classroom teaching from
many years. But as said change is inevitable , now teachers are taking
help of many online platforms like google meet zoom , Microsoft teams
etc to conduct their lectures online. Course content is prepared using
various tools like power point, prezi . Course content is shared through
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entire world, leading to the near-total closures of schools,

universities and colleges. Due to this
various social and economic issues such as student debt, digital
learning, food security, and homelessness as  well as access
to childcare, health care, housing, internet, and disability services
crippled. Disadvantaged children and their families have suffered
interrupted learning, compromised nutrition and childcare problems.

F I Yhe COVID-19 pandemic has affected educational systems in

Academic integrity

Many institutions turned to commercial services to take
OVer exam proctoring, but due to this problems of student privacy,
surveillance and mental health have raised. The lack of interaction
between students and teacher also led students to feel less passionate
about the integrity of their work.

Indian Situation

India declared a countrywide lock-down of schools and
colleges on 16 March, 2020. The University Grants Commission
asked universities have postponed exams until 31 March, 2020. The
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Abstract

The study sought to investigate the current and future potential of Indian agriculture in
the year 2022 using a strategic planning and management technique called SWOT analysis. Based
on secondary data and empirical evidence, this theoretical study concludes that, though Indian
agriculture has some strengths and many opportunities, it also has specific weaknesses like small
size of land holdings, low crop productivity, inadequate financial investment in agricultural
education, research and extension activities, substandard infrastructure, inadequate and low-
grade storage facilities, shortage of electricity and frequent power cuts, erratic nature of monsoon,
inefficient agro-based industries etc. while, low agricultural productivity, loss of agricultural
produce and climate change are the major threats to Indian agriculture. The study reveals that a
thorough investigation of the agricultural status and implementation of suitable policies are a

__aust to overcome the weaknesses and threats to this sector.
Key Words: Agriculture, Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats

Introduction:

India is mainly an agricultural
country (Goyal and Singh, 2016). Agriculture
plays an important role in the development of
Indian economy. Along with its allied sectors,
agriculture in India provides livelihood to its
people, particularly to the rural masses. It
significantly ~contributes to the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of the country and
thus, India has been identified globally as a
key player in the agriculture sector. In the
recent past, India has witnessed green,
white, yellow and blue revolutions to enhance
its food production. It has the world's largest
cattle population and a large area under
wheat, rice and cotton. In addition, this
country is also identified as one of t.he_ major

-oducers of pulses, spices and milk. It
produces fruits, vegetables, tea, sugarcane,
wheat, rice, and farmed fish on large scale.
Indian sgriculture holds the record for the
second-largest agricultural land in the world
and directly and indirectly it generates
employment for the majority of the lndmn
population. However, today, agriculture 1n
India is witnessing many natural and
human-induced challenges viz. small and
fragmented landholdings, exploitation of
farms, unreliable rainfall, inadeguate
Irrigation facilities and seed suPD!Y- ?011
erosion, faulty methods of cultivation,
overuse of chemical fertilizers and pesticides,
deterioration = of  soil, substandard

JYOTIKIRAN PUBLICATION, PUNE

infrastructure including storage facilities and
quality of roads etc. There are wide gaps
between yield potential and the national
average yields of agricultural commodities.
“In addition to stressed natural resources
and inadequate rural infrastructure, there
was clear evidence of technology fatigue, run-
down delivery systems in credit, extension
and marketing services and of insufficient
agricultural planning at district and lower
levels” (Planning Commission, 2011). With
this background, the study attempts to
understand the present and future potential
of Indian agriculture by using a strategic
planning and management technique called
SWOT analysis.

Materials and Methods:

The present study is based on the
secondary data obtained from government
publications like drafts of the planning
commission, research articles, information
available on e-media and empirical evidence.
A strategic planning and management
technique called SWOT analysis was used to
identify the Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats to the agriculture
sector of India. In fact, SWOT analysis is a
fremework used to evaluate the present
agriculture scenario in India and arrive at
the conclusion. This tool was used to assess
both the internal and external factors, as well
as the current and future potential of Indian
agriculture during the year 2022. The
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9. Indin is blessed with many perennia
rivers like Ganga and a very long
constline, [1a coastline touches nine states
vie  Oujarat, Maharashien,  Goa,
Karnataka, Kernla, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, Waste Dengal and two
Union Territories vie. Diu-Daman and
Puducherry, ) )

3. lndia possesses (wo major hindiversity

hotspots viz, the Western Ghats region
and the Enstern Himalayan region, The
country's biodiversity hotspots provide a
habitat 10 many fragle animal species.
The country is having & large floral
biodiversity with more than 40,000
specied,

. The geographical background of India

provides a diverse vange of habitats that

supporta a large number of animal
species, The aquatic biodiversity in India

is also rich, It is characterized by a

variety of plants and animals,

A variety of animals ineluding cows,

bulfaloes, goats, sheep, horses, camels,

ass and pigs are domesticated in the
country.

6. Development in the field of biotechnol
has provided farmers with the 100ls l‘lﬁ’;’

resources like land,

o

make preduction cheap and more
managesble. Drought-tolerani, disease-
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8. The country has  nchieved 5 i
increase in food grains Productigy
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9. The constline of the country oflen ,
vaviety of marvine rvesources and miy
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10, The country experiences & varey
agroclimatie conditions suitable for i
eultivation of numerous agriculun
produets including cereals, legumes, fit
crops, oil secds, vegetables, fruits asd
some cash crops like jule, cotton aud
BUgarcane,

I1. Multipurpose  projects  and  dir
constructed across many seasonal al
perennial rivers in the couniry a&
water for irrigation. Different sourss
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tube wells are developed to ivrigate /%

12 Agricultural  universities and Krshi
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eoordinating agricultural education *
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Preduct and it still employs over 5
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the labour force of the country A ‘:‘;:‘;“
70% of the Tndinn rural workforee ¢
M. 2011),
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19.

. Innovations in

,5-,,,\._.97‘,,_”_9“&,“?-"-“ oo

Quality seeds of food and cash crops are
made available by both public and private
cmupnniﬂﬂ-

The government has taken initintives to
supply chemical fertilizers at subsidised
yates. [t also promoles the use of organic
fanrming

. Agricultural markets run by Agrieuliural

Produce Market Committees (ADPMCs)
and weekly markets are playing an
jmportant  role to  develop a pood
marketing network for the sale of
agrievltural produee.

agriculture and amart
farming technolpgy arve being broughs
from various developed countries of the
world which have resulied in an increaso
in agricultural productivity.
Well-established agre-based industries
like sugar factories, cotton and texule
mills, Dal mills and eil mills in the
country are making eontinuous demand
for agrieultural produee.

. Agricultural inputs like machinery, sceds,

chemical fertilizers, agrochemicals ete.
nre being produced by both government
and private industries in the country,

. Rice, wheat, millets, pulses, ten, coflve,

sugarcane, ollseeds and collon are some
of the erops being preduced in the country
at a large scale,

Weaknesses

w

Average size of land holdings in the
country is small and the farms possessed
by farming familics are seattered.
Finaneial investment in agriculture-
velated education, vesearch and oxtension
activities is not sulficient,

Basic infrastructure including storage
facilities, transportation network, market
and evedit support system 1s not up to the
mark.

Inadequate supply of elecirieity and
frequent power cuts in rural parts of the
country restricts ugnicultural
development.

As  Indian ngrieulture is  severely
dependent on monseons with the erratic
nature of vains, it is highly unstable.
Agro-based industriea of the country wre
wenk and inefficient, they cannot pay
veasonable prices for the agrienitural
produce being used ns a raw material

ISBN: 978-93-94819-16-0
Pub. Dute: 30 Nov, 2022
Volume: 1

7, Agro-proeessing industry in India is not
yet developed up to its full potential
whieh can generate emplayment in vural
parts of the country by establishing value
addition prajects.

8. Appropriate low-cost farm technology ia
not prevalent in the country,

9. Pricea of agricultural produce depend on
the demand and supply of agricultural
procuets in the market and thus, price
flucinations are experienced often.

10. Farmers in [ndia are having less aecess
to modern technology.

11. With inadequate storage and agro-
processing facilities in the country, a
considerable amount of agrieultural,
horticultural, piscieultural and  dairy
prodduets goes to wasie, Thus, the country
experiences large post-harvest losses,

12. A sizable portion of grains, fruits,
vegetables, datry produats, fish cateh ete.
goes to waste during the process of
transportation nnd storage.

Opportunities

1. In India, most of the agrieulture is
rainfed and is being used for eultivating

core cereals. As rainfed agrieulture is
almest free from the use of chemieals, the
produce c¢an fetch fair prices in the
natienal and international markets.

4. As the country enjoy diverse agro-
climatic conditions, a variety of foed and
eash crops can be cultivated along with

the practice of piscieulture, dairy
farming, apiculture, sericulture,
hortieulture, fMorvieulture and  agro-
forestry.

3. As there s a huge demand for chemical-
free agrievultural produce, there is a large
scope for the development of organie
firming.

1. A maximum possible avable land of the
country can bo brought under eultivation.

& As majority of the working population
prefer 1o purchase vendy-to-eat food
material, the foed processing industry
has a lavge patential in the country, Such
industries  should bu  established,
strengthened and expanded. This can
ereate large employment opportunities in
the rural parts of the country,
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Threats

L. Degradation of agricultural land dye to

erosion, pollution and salinization is a

t to Indian agriculture,
Deforestation is  responsible for soil
the practice of over-

UTigation g responsible  for the
salinization of soil.

2. A sizable loss of agricultura)] preduce in
thecounhyistheresuhofweedsand
outbreaks of Pests and diseages_

3. Farmerg In  remote

5. With rising costs of agricultyra]

inputs
and high risks involved

In  the

infrastructure, inadequate ang
storage facilities, shortage of electricity,
frequent power cuts, insufficient and
incompetent agro-based as wel a8 fopd
processing industries et while, 1oy
agricultural productivity, loss of agricultufaj
produce and climate change are the major
threats to Indian agriculture, Govgrnmem
should frame appropriate agricultural
policies and execute them to eliminate the
weaknesses.
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